Kiitharaka initial focus:
revisiting the cleft analysis
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The issue

(1) (Who went to the farm?)
| Kimathi Gthiire mGndaani.
ni Kimathi  G-thi-ire md-nda-ni Test with new data:
Foc Kimathi  1Rm-go-PFv  3-farm-LOC

n : 1. Copula
‘It is Kimathi who went to the farm’ P

2. Relative marking
3. Interpretation

Two analyses:

1. Biclausal cleft (Harford 1997)
‘[it is Kimathi] [who went]’

2. Monoclausal focus construction (Abels & Muriungi 2008)
‘KIMATHI went’




Copula or focus marker

(2)

(3)

(4)

(Who went to the farm?)

| Kimathi Gthiire mindaani.

ni  Kimathi G-thi-ire mud-nda-ni
FoCc Kimathi 1RM-go-PFv 3-farm-LoC
‘It is Kimathi who went to the farm’

(What does Jane do for a living?)
Jane i mwarima.

1.Jane cop 1-teacher

‘Jane is a teacher.’

(Who is the chef?)

Chebu i  mw-ekGrla aGyd.

chef cop 1-woman 1.DEM.PROX
‘The chef is this woman.’

i/ C
ni<
n/_V

i kaiyi ‘it is a boy’

n’ Titara ‘it is a boat’

[predicational]

[specificational]




Copula or focus marker

As a copula, ni is
* Sensitive to negation
* Sensitive to tense
(5) Ng’-o6ndu ti m-bri.
9-sheep NEG.COP 9-goat
'A sheep is not a goat.'
(idiomatic meaning: 'You're not in the situation you think you are in')
(6) Téné miind m-biti na ka-yﬁgé ba-a-ri a-cooreé.
long INT  9-hyena and 12-hare 2sm-psT-be 2-friends
‘A long time ago, hyena and hare were friends.’

If ni in the initial focus construction is a copula, we predict the same
sensitivity.



Copula or focus marker

* Initial focus construction: sensitive to negation

(7) Ari ti twaari tiunka (tithaambiirie thaani).
ari ti  tG-aari tG-unka tda-thaambi-ir-i-e thaani.
no NEG 13-girls 13-only 13-wash-PFv-IC-Fv 9.plates
'No, it is not girls only (that washed the plates).’



Copula or focus marker

* |nitial focus construction: not sensitive to tense”
(8) (Did John wash the trousers?)
a. *Ci-a-ri caat a-a-badr-iré.
10sm-pSsT-be 10.shirt 1sm-PSsT-wash-PFv
int. 'lIt was the shirts he washed.’

b. | caat  &-bldr-iré.
FOC 10.shirts 1sm-wash-PFv
'It's the shirts he washed.’

% There is variation between speakers and between subject and object clefts



Interim summary

FocP cleft Kiitharaka
used in predication no yes yes
change for tense no yes no
change for negation no yes yes
marker used in fragment | yes only when elided cleft | only oblig as answer to cleft question

marker used for any focus
in any position

not necessarily

no

no




Relative marking 1

e Class 1 subject marker a- (non-rel) vs d- (relative)

* This is optional in both relative clauses and initial focus construction

(9) Aarilnga na ant( na araglri, agicGaga muntl Gmdaragdlrira kironda kibua. | relative clause

a-a-ri-inga na a-ntd na a-ragari,
1sm-pPsT-go-round with 2-person and 2-medicine.man

a-ki-cu-ag-a [mu-ntd G-mG-raglr-ir-a] ki-ronda ki-bua
1sM-DEP-find-HAB-FV 1-person 1RM-10M-heal-APPL-FV 9-wound 9-be.good

‘She went around people and medicine-men looking for someone who could heal
her wound.’

(10) KGri na [mwaana akbutira].
kG-ri na mw-ana a-k(-butir-a
17sm-be with 1-child 1sm-PRs-swim-Fv
'There is a child who is swimming.'



Relative marking 1

(11)i Kimaathi (Gragwiire). initial focus construction

ni Kimathi  O-ra-gw-ire
Foc 1.Kimathi 1Rm-YpPsT-fall-PFv
'It's Kimathi (who fell).’

(12) AmUdaria “i ngukOGria mwari, n’GG aglpéere rG0tha rwa gltaa raGyi?”
a-mda-ari-a ni  n-ka-ku-ari-a mua-ari
1sM-10M-ask-Fv FOC 1SG.SM-PRS-2SG.OM-ask-Fv 1-girl,
ni-a a-kt-pa-ire ridtha rd-a kG-taa ra-Gyi?
FOC-1.who1sM-PRs-give-PFV 11.permission11-CONN 15-fetch 11-water?
‘He asked her, “let me ask you girl, who gave you permission to fetch water?”’



Relative marking 2

e Relative pronoun

(13)a. Gi-tuma [kira mbigwiiré] i gikari kinéné mino.
ki-tuma ki-ra m-igw-ire ni  gi-kG-ri ki-nene miino
7-noise 7-REL 1SG.SM-hear-PFv FOC 7SM-PRS-be 7-big  INT
'The noise [that | heard] was very loud.’

(< distal demonstrative)

b. gi-tuma gi-ki/ gi-ku/ ki-ra
7-noise 7-DEM.PROX/ 7-DEM.MED/ 7-DEM.DIST
‘this/that/that yonder noise’



Relative marking 2

* Initial focus construction: relative pronoun only when emphatic
(14) | marigitani ((rd) ariirié.

ni  ma-rigitani (G-ra) a-ari-ire

FOC 1-nurse  (1-Rm)1sm-talk-pPrv

'It's the nurse who spoke.’

e Relative: relative pronoun gives definiteness effect (A&M)

(15)  manth (Grd) almba k(dnga
ma-ntd  G-ra a-Gmb-a k(-unga
1-person 1-RM 1sMm-be.able-Fv 15-cultivate
‘a/the person who can cultivate'



Relative marking 3

(16) a.

mb0ri igaaciara [relative]
n-bGri i-ka-ciar-a

9.goat 9sM-FUT-give.birth-FV.REL

‘a goat that will give birth’

Abels & Muriungi (2008:689)

One major disclaimer 1s 1n order here.
Kiitharaka 1s a tone language, but we do not
understand the grammar of tone sufficiently to
be able to say if and how tone interacts with
the focus-related phenomena studied in this
paper. In fact, following the orthographic style
of the Kiitharaka bible, we do not indicate tone
in our examples at all.

Mbdari igaaciara. [non-relative]

n-blri i-ka-ciar-a
9.goat 9sm-FuT-give.birth-rv
‘A/the goat will give birth.’

| mbiri igaaciara. [initial focus constr.]

ni  n-blri i-ka-ciar-a
FOC 9.goat 9sm-FUT-give.birth-FV.REL
‘It’s a goat that will give birth.’



Interim summary

FocP cleft Kiitharaka
used in predication no yes yes
change for tense no yes no
change for negation no yes yes
marker used in fragment | yes only when elided cleft | only oblig as answer to cleft question

marker used for any focus
in any position

not necessarily

no

no

relative subject no yes optional
relative pronoun no yes/as in relative yes/optional
relative tone no yes yes




Interpretation

* Scope of negation tested with universal quantifier

 all > neg
example: all mosquitoes did not die
= for all mosquitoes it is not the case that they died = all are alive

* neg > all
example: not all mosquitoes died
= it is not the case that all mosquitoes died = some are dead, some alive

* Semantic scope reflects syntactic scope/c-command



Interpretation

prediction: prediction:

all > neg monoclausal focus neg > all / all > neg
CP = no mosquitoes died = ambiguous

biclausal cleft

//\\\\_ FocP
/\
CP DP rel D P /\
/\\ //\ all mosquitoes Foc TP

TP he has not killed

N

(N
COP; PredP
/\

DP /\
"~ Pred

all mosquitoes t;

N




Interpretation

(18)a. | rwaagl rdunthé atirdlraga.@

ni rd-agi ri-onthe a-ti-ra-Grag-a sreleion
cop 11-mosquito  11-all 1SM-NEG-YPST-Kill-Fv all > neg
‘It’s all the mosquitoes that he didn’t kill.” all>neg, *neg>all - no mosquitoes died

b. Atira(irdga rwaagi rdunthé.
a-ti-ra-Grag-a rd-agi ru-onthe
1SM-NEG-YPST-Kill-Fv 11-mosquito 11-all
‘He hasn’t killed all the mosquitoes.” neg>all, *all>neg

@ A felicitous context here would be ‘did he kill all the flies?’, as a contrast set is necessary for the use of a preverbal focus —
see Kanampiu & Van der Wal (to appear).



summary

FocP cleft Kiitharaka
used in predication not necessarily |yes yes
change for tense no yes no
change for negation no yes yes
marker used in fragment | yes only when elided cleft | only oblig as answer to cleft question

marker used for any focus
in any position

not necessarily

no

no

relative SM no yes optional
relative pronoun no yes/as in relative yes/optional
relative tone no yes yes
reconstruction in negation |yes no no
reconstruction in binding |yes no no
exhaustive meaning not necessarily |yes yes

use in thetics possible no yes?




Proposal: reduced cleft

TP e
Predictions:
— T - relative clause cannot be used as DP
1P CP - possibly same properties as in other
PN PN t t
Om operator movemen
prom N P - reduced left periphery CP
T PrP C TP - tense in predication?
nio 7N\ [tone] "\
Kimathi "\ T Asp
Pr tm u- /\
to Asp VP
[thilkire "\
VP
N

tx ti



Conclusion/discussion

* The construction is clearly undergoing change...
e ...but not as far as Abels & Muriungi say.

* Further formal implementation of the reduced cleft proposal and
details in paper-in-progress

e Always mark your tones!

e Separation of the preverbal ni- and initial ni; less elegant but
necessary?



Thank you!
BaS|S
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Possible renewal of the cleft construction

(8) (Did John wash the trousers?)

a. *Ci-a-ri caat a-a-balr-iré.
10sm-pST-be 10.shirt 1sm-pPST-wash-PFv
int. 'lIt was the shirts he washed.’

c. Ci-a-ri caati i-rd  a-a-badr-iré.
10sM-PST-be 10.shirt 10-REL 1SM-PST-wash-PFV
'It was the shirts that/what he washed.

d. Ari ci-a-ri caati.
no 10sm-PsT-be 10.shirt
‘No, it was shirts.’



Binding 1

] prediction: prediction:
biclausal cleft s e e monoclausal focus B e
= one particular child = their own child
CP FocP
"‘///\\-\_ /‘\\
Cp DP. DP N
/\ ///\ his/her child Foc /TP\
1P we sent every parent T vP
N we.sent N\
prox N N
COP; PredP v ApplP
//\ /’/\
Dp PN DP PN
_~_ pred every parent Appl VP
re 1k

his/her child t;



Binding 1

(19)a.

| kaana gaake tQratGmaniire w’ GGra maciari.

ni ka-ana ka-ake th-ra-tim-an-i-ire w-a  U-ra mU-ciari
FOC 12-child 12-p0ss.1 1PL.SM-YPST-send-RECIP-IC-PFV1-CONN 1-DEM.DIST1-parent
'It's his/her;; child that we sent to [each parent];

[ taratdmaniire wa Gra mQciari kdana gaake.
ni td-ra-tGm-an-i-ire W-3a d-ra muU-ciari ka-ana ka-ake

FOC 1PL.SM-YPST-send-RECIP-IC-PFV 1-CONN 1-DEM.DIST 1-parent 12-child 12-poss.1
'We sent [every parent]; his/her;, child.’

prediction:
non-distributive
= one particular child




Binding 2

(20)

(21)

W
)

5

Lo L
L S5® ¢

Kird mwaandiki n'agliraga tbuku riaaké.

kira mU-andik-i ni a-gar-ag-a i-buku ri-ake

every 1-write-NMLzZ FOC 1SM-buy-HAB-FV 5-book 5-pP0ss.1
'Every writer; buys his/her;, book.’

N'tbuku riaaké kird mwaandiki dglraga.

ni i-buku ri-ake kira muad-andik-i  a-glr-ag-a

FOC 5-book 5-P0ss.1 every 1-WRITE-NMLZ 1SM-buy-HAB-FV
'It's his/her; book that every writer;+; buys.'



Fragment answer

Ni optional in fragment answers and likely the result of ellipsis in cleft.

(22) a. Apééré GG méémbé? [SVO]
a-per-ire G0 ma-embe
1sM-give-PFV  who 6-mangos
'Who did she give mangos?’

b. [Kanywa (dpeere).
ni  Kanywa a-per-ire
FOC 1.Kanywa 1sMm-give-PFV
‘It is Kanywa (that she gave).’

c. Kanywa.
‘Kanywa.’



Fragment answer

Cleft question needs ni in the (fragment) answer.

(23) a.

N'GQ Gyﬁﬁgu apéeré meembe?

ni G4 QGyddgu a-per-ire ma-embe
FOCc who 1l.grandmother 1sm-give-PFV 6-mango
'Who did grandma give mangos?’

| Kanywa (apeere).

ni Kanywa a-per-ire

FOC 1.Kanywa 1sM-give-PFV
‘It is Kanywa (that she gave).’

#Kanywa.
‘Kanywa.’

[cleft]



Ni not for postverbal focus

(24) a. Maria aglrirée mbi?

Maria  a-glr-ire mbi
1.Maria 1smM-buy-PFv what
'What did Maria buy?’

b. Maria aglrire (*n’) tbuku.
Maria a-glr-ire ni i1-buku
1.Maria 1sm-buy-PFv FOC 5-book
'Maria bought a book.’

(A&M 2008: 695, tones added & glosses adapted)



Relative marking

relative marking on V

general present

present perfective

segmental difference

present progressive

(absence ni)

future

tonal difference

hodiernal past

tonal difference

hesternal past

(absence ni)

remote past

(absence ni)




Relative marking 3

(25)a.

gikdmbé Maria aunire

ki-kombe Maria a-un-ire
7-cup 1.Maria 1sm-break-prv
‘some cup that Maria broke’

(What did she break?)

Maria aunire gikombé.

Maria a-un-ire ki-kombe
1.Maria 1swm-break-prv 7-cup
‘Maria broke a/the cup’

(What did she break?)
| gikdmbé Maria aunire.
ni ki-kombe Maria a-un-ire

FOC 7-cup 1.Maria 1sm-break-prv

[relative]

[non-relative]

[focus constr.]

‘It’s a/the cup that Maria broke. (adapted from A&M 2008: 726, 727)



Exhaustive interpretation

(26) (It’s alleged that the Swahili teacher was absent this morning.)
Ari t'wa g?choiri n’wa mathaabu.
ari ti W-a gi-choiri ni w-a ma-thaabu
No NEG.COP 1-CONN 7-Kiswahili FOC 1-CONN6-mathematics
‘No, it is not (the one) of Kiswahili but of mathematics.’

(27) (Did the teacher give the children books and pens?)

| tGramu tuunka mwarimu apéeré twaana.

ni tld-ramu tu-onka md-arimG a-pa-ire th-aana
FOC 13-pens 13-only 1-teacher 1sm-give-prv 13-children
‘It is pens only that the teacher gave to the children.’



Thetic clefts

(28) (Why did you move this table?)

| mwaath( waaya 6ogé

ni mw-aathd G-a-y-a 00go0

FOC 3-sun 3SM-PST-come-FV 16.DEM.MED
'It's (because of) the sun that comes there.’

(29) Why are you so happy?
N"lidith akinyiré.
ni Idith  a-kiny-ire
Foc 1.Edith 1sm-arrive-pPrv
'It's Edith who arrived.” / 'It's that Edith arrived.'
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